T) neumocystis carinii pneumonia is the most com--*¦ mon and serious of the opportunistic infections among patients infected with HIV. [1] [2] [3] Manuscript received June 4, 1996 ; revision accepted January 6, 1997. Reprint requests: Thomas L. Benfield (Fig 2B) . In the cytoplasm, dense bodies resembling secretory gran¬ ules were observed (Fig 2C) . The trophozoite and the cyst were enclosed by a cell wall to which the plasma membrane was closely apposed. The cell wall was extensively folded, giving rise to small projec¬ tions or buds, which in cross-section appeared circu¬ lar. Inside the buds, the plasma membrane could be seen (Fig 2A) . These buds were often a considerable distance from the cell wall, and the ratio between the diameter of the circular form and the length of the rare longitudinal form was approximately 1:2 to 3 ( Fig 2F) . Trophozoites were much more abundant in the alveolar space than cysts (Fig 2£) . Trophozoites were closely apposed to the type I pneumocyte, whereas this was never observed for cysts (Fig 2C) . None 
